
Dr. José León Martínez, professor of clinical medicine in
the Faculty here and in the Escuela Medico-Militar, has been
elected to membership in the Academia de Medicina. The
paper he read on that occasion was on the symptomatology
of influenza.

RIO DE JANEIRO LETTER
Rio de Janeiro, May 5, 1919.

Rural Sanitation
The government has promulgated a law, organizing rural

sanitation in the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro and the states
of Brazil, the principal aim of which is to combat hookworm
disease and malaria. All expenses are borne by the federal
government for Rio and the territory of Acre, situated in
the extreme north of the republic.

In accordance with the constitution, public health service
within state limits is under the direction of the state govern¬
ment. When under the direction of the federal authorities,
half of the expenses are paid by the latter ; but if directed
by the state, the Union will enter only with one third. In
case a state government paying half of the expenses, signs
a contract with the Rockefeller Foundation to combat at
least two endemic infectious diseases, the Union will pay one

quarter.
The president of the republic (Relfim Moreira) praised

highly the excellent work done by the Rockefeller Founda¬
tion in the states of Rio, Minas and Säo Paulo.

The director of public health exercises no jurisdiction
over the rural sanitation service; that is, under the direction
of the secretary of the interior. This is a great mistake, as

has been pointed out to the government by various medical
associations.

Protection of Railway Employees Against
Infectious Diseases

The secretary of public works has initiated a service,
obliging all federal, state and private railway companies,
throughout the country, to protect their employees against
infectious diseases, especially hookworm and malaria.

Eradication of Leprosy
The chief of the Rockefeller Foundation, in agreement

with the secretary of the interior, who is responsible for the
public health service, will send one of his assistants to travel
through the country investigating leprosy and to see what
means can be taken to eradicate this hideous disease.

In the last days of April, the foundation stone was laid for
a leprosarium, which is being built in Mogy das Cruzes, by
the government of Sao Paulo, in the state of the same name.

It will contain all modern improvements, including a theater,
cinema, library, playgrounds, etc. Its cost is estimated at
about $1,200,000.

Commission to Draw Up Sanitary Code
The government has appointed five prominent physicians

and a leading consulting lawyer to draw up a sanitary code,
although according to the point of view of the secretary of
the interior, this code can be enforced constitutionally only
in the limits of the capital and the territory of Acre.

Reorganization of Oswaldo Cruz Institute
The Oswaldo Cruz Institute has been reorganized. Seven

new assistants and six subassistants have been appointed.

Marriages

Francis Patrick Machler, Capt, M. C, U. S. Army,
Chicago, on duty at Embarkation Hospital, Camp No. 2,
Newport News, Va., to Miss Ruth A. Steele of Rogers Park,
Chicago, at Richmond, Va., May 29.

George Braunlich, Lieut., M. C, U. S. Army, Davenport,
Iowa, on duty at the Department Hospital, Manila, P. I.,
to Miss Karen Beck, San Francisco, at Manila, April 30.

Winfred Overholser, Lieut., M. C, U. S. Army, West-
boro, Mass., to Miss Dorothy Stebbins of Worcester, Mass.,
June 4.

' Frank Thomas Fort, Louisville, Ky., to Miss Elizabeth A.
Brown of Baltimore, June 4.

Leon Unger, Chicago, to Miss Nina Kleinman of New
York City, June 1.

Deaths

James Ewing Mears, Philadelphia ; Jefferson Medical Col¬
lege, 1865; aged 80; a fellow of the American Surgical
Society; honorary president of the Philadelphia Academy of
Surgery; lecturer on practical surgery and clinical gynecol¬
ogy in his alma mater; professor of anatomy and surgery in
the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery ; acting execu¬
tive officer of military hospitals during the Civil War; once
captain in the quartermaster's corps of the Indiana Volun¬
teers, and surgeon in chief of the Pennsylvania National
Guard; author of a textbook on "Practical Surgery"; died
at his home, May 28.

Frederick Porteous Henry  Philadelphia ; College of
Physicians and Surgeons in the City of New York; 1868;
aged 74; one of the original one hundred members of the
Association of American Physicians ; professor of principles
and practice of medicine in the Woman's Medical College of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, since 1891 ; a fellow, once presi¬
dent and honorary librarian of the College of Physicians of
Philadelphia ; author and editor of several works on prac¬
tice of medicine and history; died at his home, May 24.

James Mason Barstow, Council Bluffs, Iowa; College of
Physicians and Surgeons, Keokuk, Iowa, 1880; Bellevue Hos¬
pital Medical College, 1884; aged 64; professor of applied
therapeutics in the John A. Creighton Medical College,
Omaha; president of the staff of St. Bernard's Hospital,
Council Bluffs ; once president of the Missouri Medical
Society; chief of the board of insanity commissioners, Coun¬
cil Bluffs for more than twenty years; died at his home.
May 19, from heart disease.

William Gilson Farlow, Cambridge, Mass.; Harvard Uni¬
versity, 1870; aged 74; professor of cryptogamic botany in
Harvard University since 1879; a fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, vice president
in 1887 and 1898, and president in 1905 ; honorary L.L.D.,
Harvard, 1896; University of Glasgow, 1901, and University
of Wisconsin, 1904; Ph. D., University of Upsala, Sweden,
in 1907; a botanist of international reputation; died at his
home, June 3.

John Augustus Donovan  Lewiston, Me. ; New York Uni¬
versity, New York City, 1866; aged 77 ; once president of the
Maine Medical Association, and Androscoggin County Med¬
ical Society; surgeon in chief of the Central Maine General
Hospital, Lewiston, from 1891 to 1906, and thereafter surgeon
emeritus of the institution; a member of the state legis¬
lature in 1913 and 1914; died suddenly while in church,
May 24.

Julius Martin McLeod, Lincoln, Neb. ; Ensworth Medical
College, St. Joseph, Mo., 1890; Lincoln (Neb.) Medical Col¬
lege, 1895; aged 53; professor of surgery in his alma mater;
professor of principles and practice of surgery and clinical
surgery and president of the corporation of the Nebraska
College of Medicine, Lincoln; a member of the surgical staff
of the New Lutheran and St. Elizabeth hospitals, Lincoln ;
died at his home, May 18, from pneumonia.

John Frederick Barnett, West Haven, Conn. ; Yale Univer¬
sity, New Haven, 1869; aged 72; a member of the Connecti¬
cut State Medical Society; for many years treasurer of the
borough of West Haven ; for nearly a quarter of a century
health officer (coroner) of the town of Orange; died in the
New Haven Hospital, June 4, from cerebral hemorrhage.

George Wieseckel, Brooklyn; New York University, New
York City, 1884; ¿tged 56; dispensary physician to St.
Catherine's Hospital, Brooklyn, from 1885 to 1889, and vac-
cinator and physician on the summer corps of the Brooklyn
Health Department from 1888 to 1892;. died in St. Catherine's
Hospital, May 29, after an operation for appendicitis.

Sarah C. Jackson, Greensburg, Ind. ; Central College of
Physicians and Surgeons, Indianapolis, 1891; Southwestern
Homeopathic Medical College, Louisville, Ky., 1894; aged 77;
an inmate of the Indiana Odd Fellows' Home at Greensburg
for two years; died in that institution, May 11, from asthma.

Watson Meredith Gentry, Franklin, Tenn. ; New York
University, New York City, 1855; aged 88; for four years a
surgeon in the Confederate service during the Civil War ;
surgeon in chief of hospitals at Montgomery, Ala., in 1864
and 1865; died at his home, May 18.

Oliver Grimshaw, Swedesboro, N. J. ; Hahnemann Medical
College, Philadelphia, 1890; aged 58; who had been under

[unk]Indicates "Fellow" of the American Medical Association.
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